[The measurement of umbilical artery flow velocity waveforms in normal late pregnancy by Doppler ultrasound].
Doppler ultrasound was adopted in a study of fetal umbilical artery flow velocity waveforms in 81 cases of late pregnancies (28-41 gestational weeks). The peak systolic/end-diastolic ratio (A/B) and the Pourlot index were used as indices for assessing placental resistance. Both the A/B ratio (2.34 +/- 0.44) and Pourlot index (0.56 +/- 0.07) decreased while the gestational week was increasing, and they had a good correlation with the gestational week (r1 = -0.90, r2 = -0.93). The results indicated that the placental resistance became lower when the gestational week was increasing. This method has been documented a useful noninvasive technique for the exam of placental resistance.